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the Christian
Your Generous Giving to Reconciliation Ministry  

is Transforming Lives and Strengthening  
Christ’s Witness in the World

In Luke 19:39 to 40 we read 
that some of the Pharisees in a 
crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher 

rebuke your disciples.” “I tell you,” 
he replied “If they keep quiet the 
stones will cry out.” Though we 
know that God’s spirit will cause 
the stones to cry out if we remain 
silent, when it comes to being an 
anti-racist, pro-reconciling church, 
silence is not an option.

Your gifts to Reconciliation 
Ministry allow your communities 
and your congregations to ensure 
the human dignity of every child, 
to ensure all have access to Christ’s 
abundance, to fully flourish in 
education, and financial stability, 
and friendships across God’s 
human diversity. Won’t you join 
the chorus in shouting out Hosana, 
Hosana blessed are we who come 
in the name of the Lord? Thank 
you for your generosity.

SHOW UP!
“To show up is more than a selfie at a 
protest, or a social media post… showing 
up means to cry with me, and to let the 
pain of my people’s tears move you to 
fight WITH those of us who are pushed 
to the sides because of the color of our 
skin, the thickness of our accents, or the 
documents we hold.”

Yesenia Caldwell, lay leader, Iglesia 
Hermandad, Indianapolis, IN

SPEAK UP!
“I tell you, if you were to keep silent 
the stones would cry out. Silence is the 
absence of sound. To speak is to convey 
a feeling or opinion.  This is not the time 
to be the absence of sound but to convey 
the injustice of those feeling the weight of 
racism and oppression. This the time to 
speak up and convey the truth of God’s 
love and equality for us all.”

Matthew Tippell, musician, Allisonville 
Christian Church, Indianapolis, IN

STAND UP!
“I choose to stand up for people of color 
because racism seems unbeatable. But 
if God can make the rocks cry out, then 
just imagine what He can do with people 
whom God has intentionally created with 
the capacity to love one another.”

Chris Kozak, Central Christian Church, 
Indianapolis, IN
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Love Has Everything to Do with It
Dean Phelps, CCK Transitional Regional Minister

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This 
is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 
In essentials, unity, in opinions, liberty, in all things, love.

These words from Jesus and Paul, along with a paraphrase of Lutheran theologian Rupertus Meldenius, strike 
a common theme. Our call as Christians is to live in love. I find Paul’s take to be especially poignant. Don’t be 
beholden to anyone, except for one thing. You are obligated to love one another. We should always be paying on 
our debt of love. The whole law and all of the commandments, according to the apostle, can be summed up in 
this: Love your neighbor as yourself.

The Disciples of Christ are part of a movement founded with Christian unity as its polar star. I believe that is 
still valid as a guiding principle and motivating vision. However, we cannot look at the plea from Meldenius and 
separate the appeal for unity from the requirement of love. 

In our quest for unity, we have had our share of misfires. In some cases, we have attempted to organize our way 
into the Reign of God. At other times, we have thrown up our hands in despair, lamenting that we will never 
agree. However, neither organization nor agreement are the basis for Christian unity. 

In the words of Jesus, Paul, and Meldenius, love lays the foundation for unity. In love we open our hearts, ears, 
minds, and mouths to one another. Love unlocks the room where we discover the essentials. Love creates the 
space where opinions move freely, finding reception even if not finding agreement.

Back in the day, Tina Turner sang: “What’s love got to do with it?” In regards to unity and reconciliation,  
I would say that love has everything to do with it.

At the upcoming Regional Assembly, the Region’s Reconciliation Team and the Committee on Ministry will 
present a resolution requiring Pro-Reconciliation/Anti-Racism training for clergy in the Region to maintain 
standing. This resolution culminates a sustained effort to require this training, and Kentucky will be following 
the lead of several other regions in establishing this requirement.

On my second day as your interim regional minister, I traveled with seven other Kentucky clergy to Atlanta, 
where we joined with other Disciples from the Southeast Regional Fellowship (SERF) for a two-day train the 
trainer event. Following that event, the six people who were trained as trainers drew on those resources to create 
the curriculum that the Kentucky Region will use for Pro-Reconciliation/Anti-Racism training. We have held 
two pilot training events using the curriculum, one in Louisville and one in western Kentucky. A third pilot 
planned for central Kentucky was delayed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The trainers are planning an online 
gathering for January 2021.

In a way, I wish we were using a different term than ‘training.’ During these day-and-a-half gatherings, the 
trained leaders will be helping engage in conversation and dialogue. They will be creating an environment 
where we can learn from one another, where we can freely share our experiences, where we can show love by 
opening our hearts, ears, minds, and mouths to one another. 

A workshop prior to the Regional Assembly will feature the trainers in a panel discussion about what attendees 
can expect. The workshop, titled “Now, How’s This Going to Work?” will be online at 6:00 p.m. Eastern and 5:00 
p.m. Central time on Monday, October 12. The workshop will be recorded and available for later viewing.

I believe we are still a movement for Christian unity. Loving our neighbor is a debt we will always owe. Our 
work for unity and reconciliation proclaims God’s reconciling love for humanity. When it comes to unity and 
reconciliation, love has everything to do with it.

Our work for 
unity and 

reconciliation 
proclaims God’s 
reconciling love 
for humanity.
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14 Books to Read  
Right Now If You  
Want to Work to 
Become Anti-Racist

“If we say that we are a pro-reconciliation, anti-racism church, we must choose every day to be who we say 
we are. That means not only standing up, but speaking up and acting in solidarity without fear.”   

Chalice Press, the leading publisher of award-winning 
progressive Christian and social justice titles, offers the 
following resources for your anti-racism/pro-reconciliation 

work. These books can help inform and guide conversations around 
racism, race relations, discrimination and racial justice, whiteness, 
and white fragility. Most of the books below include discussion 
questions at the end of each chapter or free downloadable study 
guides to use in small groups, book clubs, or for your own deeper 
personal reflection. Join us in this urgent social justice work to help 
heal and change the world for the better.

 
•  The ABCs of Diversity: Helping Kids (and Ourselves!)  

Embrace Our Differences  
by Carolyn B. Helsel and Y. Joy Harris-Smith

•  Anxious to Talk about It 
Helping White Christians Talk  Faithfully about Racism 
by Carolyn B. Helsel 
“Book of the Year” Award (2019)—Academy of Parish Clergy

•  Healing Racial Divides: Finding Strength in  
Our Diversity  
by Terrell Carter

•  Stakes Is High: Race, Faith, and Hope for America 
by Michael W. Waters 
2018 Religion Communicators Council Wilbur Award Winner

•  Preaching about Racism: A Guide for Faith Leaders 
by Carolyn B. Helsel 
“Book of the Year” Award (2019)—Academy of Parish Clergy

•  Preaching as Resistance: Voices of Hope, Justice, and Solidarity 
Edited by Phil Snider

•  Forward Together: A Moral Message for the Nation 
by William J Barber II

•  Sustaining Hope in an Unjust World: How to Keep Going  
When You Want to Give Up 
by Timothy Charles Murphy

•  Ferguson & Faith: Sparking Leadership  
& Awakening Community 
by Leah Gunning Frances

•  Pre-Post Racial America: Spiritual Stories from the Front Lines 
by Sandhya Rani Jha

•  For Such a Time as This: Hope and Forgiveness after the 
Charleston Massacre 
by Sharon Risher 
Featured on the Today Show, MSNBC, and CBS This Morning.

•  Outlandish: An Unlikely Messiah, a Messy Ministry,  
and the Call to Mobilize 
by Derek Penwell

•  Inclusion: Making Room for Grace 
by Eric H. Law

•  Nobody Cries When We Die: God, Community, and  
Surviving to Adulthood 
by Patrick B. Reyes 
 “Book of the Year 2019,” Hispanic Theological Initiative

These and more social justice resources can be found at Chalice 
Press, chalicepress.com, Thank you for supporting these authors, 
lifting up their voices, and joining us in anti-racism and  
pro-reconciliation work.

—Terri Hord Owens, General Minister and President of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
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The form of 
this ministry 

may be 
changing, but 
the need for 
addressing 
racism has 
never been 

more obvious.

T he Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Kentucky will participate in this year’s annual 
Special Offering for Reconciliation Ministry. This year’s theme is “The Rocks Are Crying Out: 
Show Up; Speak Up; Stand Up,” and, this theme proves itself to be more than relevant for where 

we find ourselves as a nation these days.

The Reconciliation Ministry Special Offering is used to fund our Church’s mission imperative to 
become a pro-reconciling and anti-racist church utilizing experiential education, inclusive worship, 
and intentional dialogue. Our efforts to promote healing, relationship, and restoration in the whole 
family of God are enlivened by funds from this offering. Through it we are able to provide programs 
for leadership development, curriculum for dialogue and learning, and partnerships within the 
Church and our communities.

Recent events have reignited the conversation about human brokenness evidenced in the sin of racism 
and perpetuated in our institutional structures and systems. Your generous giving to Reconciliation 
Ministry is transforming lives and strengthening Christ’s witness in the world showing that we love 
one another, even as Christ continues to love us!

Why Have a Special Offering?
 
The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) has a history dating from the 1960s of sharing our 
resources to address the racism of our society and the racism within our own church. We have called 
this process the Reconciliation Ministry.

We receive this offering in the fall and use the funds throughout the year to give grants to the  
pro-reconciliation/anti-racism initiative to organize to dismantle systems and structures that 
perpetuate this sin of division within the Church.

The 2020 Vision adopted by our church names this work as one of the four priorities of our  
mission together as a whole church. This voluntary annual offering is the only source of funding  
for this ministry.

The form of this ministry may be changing, but the need for 
addressing racism has never been more obvious. 

As the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) lives into its identity as a “movement for wholeness 
in a fragmented world” contributions to this offering facilitate camp and conference and leadership 
development opportunities as well as programs for dialogue across difference that promotes life-
giving community within our beloved church and among the whole family of God.

The CCK Reconciliation Ministries team is working to provide educational resources and training 
to pastors and congregations as we seek to be the church we claim to be. We have much to do. We 
have six trainers for anti-racism training for pastors and will eventually take those educational 
opportunities to congregations. With this year’s Assembly Resolution, the Team and the Commission 
on Ministry wish to mandate training for all Kentucky pastors. As the resolution to the Assembly 
states, “an important step toward becoming an Anti-Racist, Pro-Reconciling church is to confess our 
own participation in that systemic sin through prayerful examination of our biases and prejudices 
which lead us to exclude persons of color in multiple areas of regional life.” The Reconciliation 
Ministries team will be meeting to explore the possibility of providing a series of virtual meetings for 
congregations to begin having the difficult conversations that are needed now more than ever around 
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the topic of racism. We must continue this all-important work and need your prayers, support, and 
openness to do so. 
 
Yes, indeed, we must be about showing up, speaking up, and standing up through our actions and 
through our support of the Reconciliation Ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 
More can and must be done.

To donate now and find important resources for individuals and congregations, visit  
www.reconciliationministry.org. Consider ways in which you and your congregation can become 
part of the solution that brings us together in world that seems to be driving people apart. 

Rev. Teresa “Terri” Hord Owens
Rev. Teresa “Terri” Hord Owens was elected as the General Minister and 
President of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in July 2017. She   
is the first person of color and second woman to lead the denomination. A 
descendant of one of the oldest African-American free settlements in Indiana 
and a Disciple since young adulthood, Hord Owens was dean of students at the 
University of Chicago Divinity School and pastor of First Christian Church of 
Downers Grove, IL prior to her election.

Hord Owens’ resume includes more than 20 years in corporate America 
leading diverse teams in data management in health care and other industries 
before she entered seminary. After ordination, she served 15 years at the 
University of Chicago Divinity School, shepherding a varied student body in 
both background and theology.

Hord Owens is widely sought after as a preacher, speaker and workshop facilitator. Her ministry and 
intellectual interests include a theology of reconciliation, cultural intelligence, developing inclusive and multi-
cultural congregations, and the mentoring of young adults. She received her bachelor’s degree in Government/
Afro-American studies from Harvard University, Cambridge, MA and her master of divinity from the 
University of Chicago Divinity School, Chicago, IL.

She marked three decades of marriage with Walter Owens, Jr., prior to her election. They are the proud parents 
of an adult son, W. Mitchell Owens, III.

Terri Hord Owen

Disciples General Minister and President to Offer 
Morning Message at CCK Regional Assembly

Rev. Terri Owens will join us virtually to offer the morning message at our October 17, 2020, Regional 
Assembly worship. Rev. Hord Owens has been a great friend to Kentucky Disciples, and we are most  
 pleased that she will be with us for this unique Assembly.  She also will present a workshop during the 

week of October 12, 2020, on Disciples Public Presence.

More can 
and must  
be done.
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The 2020 Biennial Assembly will still happen, just not in the way 
it usually does.

Agreeing that it was neither safe nor wise to have Disciples from 
all over the region descend upon Owensboro and First Christian 
Church, The Regional Board decided to cancel the in-person 
Assembly scheduled for October 16-17 in Owensboro.

However, there will be new things to celebrate and new ways to 
come together—a new way to do Assembly worship and a new 
way to conduct business. Components of the Assembly will 
happen virtually.

The Assembly Planning Committee has taken on the task of 
planning how this will happen. They are working hard to make it 
an Assembly that you won’t want to miss.

Worship and Business
Worship will begin on Saturday at 10:30 a.m. Eastern, 9:30 a.m. 
Central. Rev.Terri Hord Owens, Disciples General Minister and 
President, will be preaching. Andra Moran, well-known Disciples 
and Nashville singer-songwriter, and Deborah Garr, Minister of 
Music at Seventh Street Christian Church in Paris, will provide 
special music.

The business session will being at 1:00 p.m. Eastern, 12:00 
p.m. Central. We will highlight our regional ministries, our 
institutional partners, and conduct the business of the region.

A Week of Workshops
During the week leading up to the Assembly, we will have  
two workshops per night, starting Monday, October 12.  
Two workshops will be held nightly through Friday, October 16.  
The first evening workshop will begin at 6:00 p.m. Eastern, 5:00 
p.m. Central. The second session will begin at 7:00 p.m. Eastern,  
6:00 p.m. Central. The workshops will speak to issues of social 
justice, congregational life, leadership in real time, and the  
church in mission.

Register for the virtual Regional Assembly by visiting the Region’s 
website at ccinky.net. A $20.00 donation to help with the costs of 
the Assembly is optional, but would be most appreciated.

Schedule of Events  
Virtual Regional Assembly

All Times are Eastern Daylight Time

Monday, October 12, 2020  - Friday, October 16, 2020

 6:00 p.m Worskhops (see page 7) 

 7:00 p.m. Workshops (see page 7)

Saturday, October 17, 2020

 10:30 a.m.  Opening and Worship with  
  Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

  General Minister and President,  
  Rev. Terri Hord Owens, Preaching

  Special Music with Andra Moran,   
  Disciples Singer/Songwriter from  
  Nashville, TN and, Deb Garr, Minister  
  of Music, Seventh Street Christian   
  Church, Paris, KY

 12:00 noon Break for Lunch

 1:00 p.m. Business Session

All links for each portion of the Assembly will be  
sent out at a date closer to the Assembly.  

Biennial Regional Assembly 2020
Join Kentucky Disciples online for Regional Assembly  
like you’ve never experienced it before



 
CCK Regional Assembly Virtual Workshops
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We have a great selection of workshops lined up for the 2020 Regional Assembly. The workshops will be held in 
the evenings of the week prior to the Regional Assembly, beginning on Monday, October 12, 2020. Links for the 
workshops will be sent out a few days in advance. The times for each workshop are listed below. All workshops will 
last 1 hour unless specified otherwise. You will be able to watch any workshop you miss at a later date.

Monday, October 12, 2020 

6:00-8:00 p.m.-Eastern Time/5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.-Central Time
•  General Assembly-Resolution: 1928/ We Voted, We Adopted,  

Now What? Domestic Violence and Intimate Partner Violence
•  With Yvonne McCoy, Pastor at Floyds Knobs Christian Church, 

Executive Director of Oasis Retreat and Wellness Center, and 
Holistic Healing Practitioner  

6:00 p.m.-Eastern Time/5:00 p.m.-Central Time
• Now, How’s this Going to Work?
•  Discussion on Resolution for Anti-Racism/Pro-Reconciliation 

Training for Pastors 
•  With a panel discussion with trainers Stephanie Moon,  

Caitlin Simpson, Dennis Gray, and Syvoskia Bray Pope with  
Dean Bucalos facilitating 

Tuesday, October 13, 2020 

6:00 p.m.-Eastern Time/ 5:00 p.m.-Central Time
• Disciples Public Presence
•  With Terri Hord Owens, General Minister and President of  

the Christian Church (DOC) in the US and Canada

7:00 p.m.-Eastern Time/6:00 p.m.-Central Time
•  Jesus as the ‘Ruler of the Kings of the Earth’: Social Justice and 

the Book of Revelation
•  With Jerry Sumney, Professor of Biblical Studies at Lexington 

Theological Seminary

Wednesday, October 14, 2020

6:00 p.m.-Eastern Time/5:00 p.m.-Central Time
•  Disaster Preparedness and Response, An Introduction 
•  With Caroline Hamilton-Arnold, Associate Director,  

Domestic Disaster Response, Week of Compassion

7:00 p.m.-Eastern Time/6:00 p.m.-Central time
• The Role of Deacons and Elders
•  With Kory Wilcoxson, Senior Minister,  

Crestwood Christian Church, Lexington

Thursday, October 15, 2020

6:00 p.m.-Eastern Time/5:00 p.m.-Central Time
•  Ask a Planter: A Conversation Among  

New Church Planters
•  New Church Start Panel with Rachel Nance Woehler,  
Transitional West Area Regional Minister and co-chair,  
New Church Start Team, and Syvoskia Bray Pope, Pastor of  
New Century Fellowship Christian Church and co-chair,  
New Church Start Team, Facilitating

7:00 p.m.-Eastern Time/6:00 p.m.-Central Time
• How to Have Hope in Times Like These
•  With Emily Askew, Associate Professor of  

Systematic Theology, Lexington Theological Seminary

Friday, October 16, 2020

6:00 p.m.-Eastern Time/5:00 p.m.-Central Time
• Poor People’s Campaign
•  With Megan Huston, Senior Minister,  

First Christian Church, Bowling Green, and  
Donald K. Gilett, Senior Pastor of East Second Street  
Christian Church and Executive Director  
of the Kentucky Council of Churches

7:00 p.m.-Eastern Time/6:00 p.m.-Central Time
• Environmental Racism
•  With Carol Devine, Interim Director of Admissions at 

Lexington Theological Seminary and Disciples Home  
Missions Minister of Green Chalice
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Beargrass Christian Church in Louisville 
is preparing to celebrate Dr. Leigh Bond’s 
upcoming retirement on October 31. He has 
served the congregation as Senior Minister 
since 1997. He will preach his last sermon 
virtually on Sunday, October 25, and the 
church is planning a socially distant drive-
thru celebration for Sunday, October 18. 
Well done, good and faithful servant.  

Installation in the Time of Covid-19
Jeffersontown Christian Church

Lee Huckleberry was installed as Pastor of Jeffersontown Christian 
Church on Sunday evening, September 13, 2020. This installation was,  
 as you can see, a bit different than most other installations. The 

service was outside with mask-wearing congregants gathering in socialy 
distanced parking spaces. Dean Phelps, CCK Interim Regional Minister, 
was on hand to install Lee. It may have been different but not necessarily 
unique to these times in which we are living. But, they got him installed. 

CCK Regional Ministry Affiliate Organization, Mission Behind 
Bars and Beyond, Begins New Ecumenical Ministry

Mission Behind Bars and Beyond (MB3), the Kentucky Region’s affiliated prison 
ministry and New Life in Christ Christian (Disciples of Christ), the Region’s only 
prison congregation, have been hard at work during the pandemic.  Earlier in 

the year, MB3 and the United Methodist Church Conference began conversations about 
partnering to begin a new congregation in a men’s detention facility in Louisville, Kentucky. 
This new congregation has been birthed and is an extension of New Life in Christ which 
serves women in Dismas Charities-Diersen, a women’s detention facility in Louisville.  The new congregation will serve men in Dismas 
Charities-St. Ann, another detention facility in Louisville. The new congregation will be a United Methodist Church related to MB3 and 
New Life in Christ.  This unique and creative ecumenical partnership was partially funded with a grant from the Kentucky Region’s New 
Church Development Team.  Served by a UMC pastor, the new congregation has begun worshiping digitally and will enable MB3 to reach 
more men through its successful mentoring program. We give God thanks for this new ministry and the opportunity to bring hope and 
God’s love and grace to these men behind the bars.  

Ministerial Changes
 
DANN MASDEN  
to Interim Minister, Twin Pines CC, Lexington, May 1 

JIAAN BURFORD  
to Student Pastor, Lancaster CC, Lancaster, June 14

CHRISTY JO HARBER  
to Pastor, Woodland CC, Lexington, June 1

DOUG LOFTON  
to Interim Minister, Middletown CC, Louisville, June 1

NANCY GOWLER  
to Pastor, First CC, Morehead, July 1 

STEVE SMYTHERS  
to Pastor, First CC, Ashland, July 1

LEE HUCKLEBERRY  
to Pastor, Jeffersontown CC, Louisville, August 3

Lee Huckleberry (left) pictured while being installed as  
Pastor of Jeffersontown Christian Church by Dean Phelps, 
CCK Interim Regional Minister (right).
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Subscribe to the CCK Email List and Receive Up-to-Date  
Notifications on Regional Information

More and more often, we are sending up-to-date information on the 
happenings throughout the region electronically. If you have not yet signed 
up to receive regional electronic communications, you may enter your 
email address to subscribe by visiting the regional webpage at ccinky.net.

Healthy at Church

As Kentucky begins to reopen segments of its economy, the conversation has started to shift  
 from being healthy at home to being healthy at work. As pastors and congregations, we   
  should begin talking about how we will be healthy at church, especially healthy in worship.

Many congregations and clergy have asked about guidelines for reopening our churches and 
returning to gathered worship. The decisions on which steps to take and when rest with the 
pastors and leaders of each congregation.

It is our prayer that we will all approach these decisions prayerfully and collaboratively. This 
information is offered as a way for pastors and church leaders to listen to one another, discuss 
plans for each step, and communicate their decisions to the congregation.

Following state and federal guidelines, segments of the economy will reopen in phases. 
Congregations should plan a phased return as well. The federal guidelines call for a three-phase 
approach, and we expect that Kentucky’s guidelines will follow a similar pattern.

You may access these guidelines and many resources on the region’s website at ccinky.net/healthy- 
at-church/page.

Dear Friends, 

Given our current realities, we thought it best to send The Kentucky Christian 
via electronic email for this issue. The Kentucky Christian will not be mailed 
this time around. It is our hope that you will make copies of the PDF you 
receive, if you would like printed versions, or send the PDF electronically to 
members of your congregation, if you are the pastor or a person in leadership 
responsible for getting out your newsletters. You can also find a copy of this 
issue on the Christian Church In Kentucky website under the “News” listing.  
We will see what December brings and will determine how best to handle that 
issue closer to the time. In the meantime, you can sign up for the twice monthly 
electronic regional newsletter, also on the ccinky.net webpage. 

– Linda J. Jones, Editor


